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Manager’s Notes

I welcome today all players, supporters and our sponsor, 3Sqaured. I also thank Leisure 
United & Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park for the use of this fantastic venue. The match 

today is going to be very fun to watch but we all must remember why we are here. Just 
like back in February when we held the first ever Sheffield Rainbow Laces Tournament 

we are holding the Rainbow Laces Cup because LGBT+ Phobia and discrimination is 
still a major problem in football & sport. The latest hate crime figures from the Home 

Office showed a 37% increase in LGBT+ hate crime in football during the 2018/19 season. 
However, almost a year working on the Rainbow Laces campaign, I have seen so much 

positivity and so much progress made from grassroots to LGBT+ fan groups to the start 
of decisive action from governing bodies. I feel extremely encouraged that the future will 

deliver football that is truly fully inclusive and free of discrimination. I thank
everyone today for being here to support this campaign and match; and once again 

showing Sheffield stands for inclusive sport. I wish all the players good luck today and to 
end… COME ON SOUTH YORKSHIRE!!!!

Sheffield Rainbow Laces Organiser & South Yorkshire Manager
James Laley

Firsty, I would like to thank everyone involved in making today happen. From the 
organisation lead by James Laley and Oliver Harrap, the venue at Sheffield Olympic Legacy 
Park, the Charity support from SAYiT, generous sponsorship from 3Squared, the players 
involved and also the supporters in attendance. None of this would be possible without 
everyone coming together. This is quite fitting as in order to make a difference in society it 
requires a variety of different people coming together to show unity in a cause. In the battle 
against LGBT+ phobia and prejudiced views, todays event may only be a stone thrown 
into an ocean of the larger issues around inclusivity and acceptance, but with every ripple 
that is made, every voice that is heard and every person who makes a stand, this can only 
breed positivity. Sport in general, but specifically football, due to its far reaching profile, can 
be a catalyst in driving unity. However, it is important that the message of support is not just 
confined to events like today but for everyone to become an ally and continue this message 
in wider society. If everyone shows that homophobic views and behaviour is not tolerated, 
then we can begin to really make inroads to support the amazing work and awareness 
that organisations like SAYiT delivers. If true unity is achieved then this message can be 
taken to educate the next generation and in turn for them to do the same until there is 
no conversation required about how one community accepts another, it becomes the 
norm. For me the answer is simple, its not about people accepting a different view, opinion, 
lifestyle or sexuality, it is about one human being accepting another. So what I would ask 
of everyone involved and in attendance today is that once you leave the venue, become 
champions of inclusivity not only in football but in every aspect of society. 

Derbyshire Player-Manager & LGBT+ Ally
Richard Brand



Hate hurts. Report it and put a stop to it

Hate can be any incident or crime, 
motivated by prejudice or hostility (or 
perceived to be so) against a person’s 
race, religion, sexual orientation,
transgender identity or disability
Call 101 or in an emergency call 999 or visit: 
met.police.uk/true-vision-report-
hate-crime/

Reporting hate crime at football matches

Kick It Out is English football’s equality and inclusion 
organisation. You can report hate crime at football 

matches using the following methods:

• via the Kick It Out app
• by calling 0800 169 9414 and speaking directly to a Kick It Out staff member
• via Twitter @kickitout or by contacting the organisations reporting 
officers @kickitoutreport
• via email - report@kickitout.org

Kick it Out statistics

• Discrimination in both professional and grassroots football rose significantly in 
the 2018/19 season with reports up by 32% - a rise from 319 reports to 422
• Discrimination related to sexual orientation increased by 12%
• In overall figures, which include social media incidents, discrimination 
reports increased to 581; a 12% rise 
from the season before (520)
• The FA have not informed Kick 
It Out of the outcome of 79% of 
the 109 cases reported in grassroots 
football. 40% of these reports were 
from youth football (u-18)
• Discrimination reports in the 
professional game rose by 46% to 
313 with an outcome received from 
the FA for 62%



SOUTH YORKSHIRE DERBYSHIRE
1. James Bottomley 1. Kieran Tonge

2. Tobias Taylor 2. Steve Thompson

3. Matthew Weigold 3. Michael Bennett-O’Connell

4. Lewis Cain 4. Stevie Little

5. Joseph Walker 5. Adie Tomlin

6. Karl Garratty 6. Jav Hefferan

7. Daryl Welbourn 7. Andrew Whiteley

8. Samuel Whittaker 8. Richard Brand

9. Keith Whittaker 9. Nat Reid

10. Benjamin Whittaker 10. Jonathan Fletcher

11. Oliver Harrap 11. Tom Degenhart

12. Tom Flanagan 12. Dale Hegarty

13. Samuel Philbrick 13. Adam Firth

14. Felix Harrap 14. Simon Ketton

15. Ethan Brown 15. Brett Pease

SAYiT & Sheffield Rainbow Laces 
would like to say a massive 

thank you to our shirt sponsor 
3SQUARED. With their support & contribution we have been able to produce 

fantastic quality shirts for all players to wear and keep. We salute them for their 
outward thinking and hope we can work with them again in the future.

@SheffLaces @SAYiTSheffield


