






WHY 00 YOU THINK HOMOPHOBIA IN MEN'S FOOTBALL IS WORSE THAN WOMEN'S FOOTBALL? 

Richard: Based on the profile of the men's game vs the women's game. More 

supporters and higher attendances increase the possibility of homophobic 

behaviour unfortunately. However. with increased efforts and awareness. this 

could also be seen as a bigger opportunity to make a difference within men's 

football. I also have a feeling that unfortunately in society, it almost seems more 

acceptable for a female to belong to the LGBT+ community than it does a male. 

James: The men's game does not have any role models. At the Women's world 

cup there were at least 41 female players or coaches who are openly gay or 

bisexual. During the male tournament in 2018, there were none. Out on the 

fields survey showed 85% of people believe an openly gay male footballer would 

not be safe in the stands. It all comes down to the culture that has developed 

and has rooted itself deep into the male game. The word 'banter· is now used to 

almost say it's ok to be homophobic or racist as it's just 'banter· Well you are 

wrong. That's does not absolve you from the crime. I think this question wraps 

up a lot of the answers I have given. Society has moved on but not in football. 

The taboo subject of sexuality still exists. We have equal marriage, same sex 

adoption and more rights but still this archaic behaviour of homophobia in 

football rages on. Male football is also on a global scale, UK football is massive 

all around the world which includes countries where homosexuality is illegal. 

The exposure the male game gets in the media is massive which, I'm afraid to 

say, will undoubtedly make it harder for a footballer to come out. 
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